
Archaeology in 
Europeana’s Publishing 

Framework



Overview

● Introduction to Europeana’s publishing framework
● Content quality tiers and what these mean for your content
● Metadata quality tiers and how these affect search and browse in Europeana
● Practical suggestions on how to improve the quality of your metadata records
● Examples of archaeology content in Europeana



Europeana Collections



Content strategy

Europeana’s platform is as good as the content it 
provides access to.
The content strategy focuses on:
● Quality instead of quantity
● Getting the right content to the right users at the 

right time
○ Creating rewarding user experiences

https://pro.europeana.eu/post/europeana-content-strategy



Europeana Publishing Framework
Four tiers of participation allow data partners to use 
Europeana as…

1. A search engine
2. A showcase
3. A platform for non-commercial re-use
4. A platform for free re-use

http://pro.europeana.eu/publication/publishing-framework

Step Pyramid at Saqqara, Egypt, Carole Reeves, 
Welcome Collection, CC-BY

http://pro.europeana.eu/publication/publishing-framework
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/9200579/hhrjuuc3.html?q=pyramid


Tier 1 - Search engine

What you give:
● Content licenced with any 

Europeana rights 
statement 

● A preview >0.1 megapixel 
(for image & video 
collections) 

● A metadata record



Tier 2 - A showcase
What you give:

● Content labelled with any 
Europeana Rights statement

● A direct link to image and text 
objects (> 800 pixels for images)

● A link to an embeddable viewer for 
audio, moving image and 3D 
objects or a link to a web-page

● Metadata which supports discovery



Tier 2 - what you get

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/collections/archaeology

The potential for your content to be included in thematic collections

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/collections/archaeology


Tier 3 - showcase for non-commercial reuse
What you give:

● Content labelled with any licence
that allows for reuse (e.g. CC BY-
NC)

● A direct link to image and text 
objects (> 1,200 pixels for images)

● A link to an embeddable viewer for 
audio, moving image and 3D 
objects or a link to a web-page

● Metadata that supports discovery



Tier 3 - what you get
Your dataset showcased in Europeana Labs for potential re-use in non-commercial 
applications 



Tier 4 - Free reuse
What you give:

● Openly licensed content (e.g. 
Public Domain) CC 0, CC BY)

● A direct link to image and text 
objects (> 1,200 pixels for 
images)

● A link to an embeddable viewer 
for audio, moving image and 3D 
objects or a link to a web-page

● Metadata that supports 
discovery



Tier 4 - what you enable
Your content will be showcased in Europeana Collections and Europeana Labs, and 
its licencing under CC0 or CC-BY will enable a range of re-uses including in 
commercial applications.



Tier 3 and 4 content

Is re-used in social 
media channels by 
Europeana to highlight 
collections, campaigns 
and current topics. 



Metadata in 
Europeana’s 
Publishing 

Framework

Philadelphia College of Pharmacy and Science: students looking 
through microscopes in a laboratory Ca. 1933, The Wellcome Library

United Kingdom, CC BY

Three tiers of quality 
criteria for metadata



Metadata tiers

The richer and better structured the 
metadata that you give, the more likely 
your content is to be returned in search 
results.

Adding information about subjects, 
places, time-spans and people means 
that more people will see and use your 
content.



Metadata Tier 1
● Metadata records fulfil the minimum mandatory requirements of EDM:

○ edm:type, edm:rights, edm:provider AND edm:dataProvider
○ Description OR title
○ Subject, type, spatial OR temporal
○ edm:isShownAt OR edm:isShownBy

AND

Europeana as a search engine

● 25% relevant elements have language 
attributes

● At least one discovery scenario is 
supported



Metadata quality at tier 1 - what you can do 

● Give meaningful titles, e.g. “Photograph of The Sphinx” not “Photograph”

● Provide meaningful descriptions

● Label the language of all text elements

● Use controlled vocabularies

● Normalise organisation names, peoples’ names

● Support discovery by subject, place, date/period and/or agent



https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/2020741/PREHISTORIC_ROMAN_TRANSYLVANIA_0124.html

This record provides a title, short 
description, simple type and subject 
indexing, place name and map 
coordinates.  It fulfils Tier 1 but there is 
room for improvement



Metadata Tier 2
Metadata designed to help people to browse and explore even when they’re not 
exactly sure what they are looking for

Europeana as an exploration platform

All requirements for Tier 1 +
● 50% relevant elements have language 

attributes
● Two discovery scenario’s are supported
● One EDM contextual class is completed or a 

link to a LOD vocabulary is provided



Metadata quality at tier 2 - what you can do 

● Improve the quality of your metadata by adding

○ Better subject indexing

○ More spatial information (place names with coordinates)

○ Timespans 

○ The names of archaeologists or other actors connected with the site

● Add links to LOD vocabularies (AAT, Geonames, VIAF, etc.)

● Implement at least one EDM contextual class (skos:concept, edm:Place, 

edm:Timespan or edm:Agent)



This record has improved its 
retrievability by adding links to AAT 
subject concepts and by providing place 
names with coordinates

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/2020741/OGHAM_CORCU_0001.html



Metadata Tier 3
Metadata designed to help people to browse and explore in a more precise way

Europeana as a knowledge platform

All requirements for Tier 1 +
● 75% relevant elements have language 

attributes
● Two discovery scenarios are supported
● Two EDM contextual classes are completed 

or a link to a LOD vocabulary is provided



Metadata quality at tier 3 - what you can do 

● Make sure that the language of all text elements is labelled (including organisation

names, people’s names, provider names)

● Make good use of LOD vocabularies (AAT, Geonames, VIAF, etc.)

● Implement at least two EDM contextual classes 

○ skos:concept, edm:Place, edm:Timespan or edm:Agent



Summary: Tiers 2-4

Content
● A direct link to image and text objects 

(800-1200+ pixels for images) is 
provided

● A link to an embeddable viewer for 
audio, moving image and 3D objects 
(or a link to content on a web-page) is 
provided

● Content has a Europeana rights that  
permits re-use (tiers 3 and 4)

Metadata 
● Meaningful title and description
● Language of metadata is labelled
● Browse by subject, places, date/ 

timespan, and/or agents  are 
supported where relevant

● edm:contextual classes (skos:Concept, 
edm:Place, edm:Timespan and/or 
edm:Agent) are used where relevant
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